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This island features
zinc doors and
@ Quarizite

Lo fwarktop in Biancer
Macaubas from
Thp Metallics
(!?llec‘rion by

Yarlie Smallbone,

[ onens o —

Ledbury Studio

start at £50,000.
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[Kitchen islands

Need extra preparation space, a spot for friends to gather, or somewhere
to flex your culinary skills? A well-designed island is the answer -
we show you the different options for getting one into your space

Wordls: Jill Morgan

t's one of the most coveted kitchen

features and one that tops many

a renovation wishlist - the island has

become something of an aspirational
design. And for good reason, too. Offering

more space for cooking, eating, storage and

working, this unit can prove useful every day,

and thanks to clever designers, there are many

forms to choose from. So whether your room
is vast or you have a small kitchen, consider
the following ideas to see if you can achieve

onein your new space. >

above [he slab-stvle shelves are the true
star of this design. Dramatically chunky and

neatly echoing the lines of the overnanging

worksurface, It mixes style and practicality

Linear edge, from £20,000, Harvey Jones

left [his island was desianed for relaxing and

Includes seating and storage plus extra dinina. Overhanads on each end of the unit

work surface. Price on application.. create two comfortable dinina zones. Life

Kitchens scheme start from £25,000
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Households who
love a large
family gathering
and spending
hours chatting
after dinner

R

DINING TABLE

What is it? While not strictly an island as part of the
kitfchen cabinetry design, this type of configuration

Is more like a traditional dining setup but the table s
usually chosen for its functionality as a preparation area
as well as for mealtimes - so materials should be tough.
How does it work? Placed in the centre of the kitchen,
It functions like an island but with added comfort to sit
for longer. This option offers a sociable space for all.
How to make the most of it L mphasise the versatility of
this island type by opting for a more practical, utilitarian
look through a solid wood table or hardwearing stone-
top design. Choose your table 1o be in keeping with
yvour kitchen to create the feeling that it is part of the
same range. Go for matching surfaces and materials,
or you could mirror colours, as well as proportions

by choosing a table with legs to match the width of
cabinetry upstands. Ensure there is enough room to
provide seats for all the family, which 1s especially useful
for larger households where a standard island might
need to be very large to fit enough stools
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Pros This island style puts entertaining firmly in

the centre of the kitchen. Generous in size, it makes
sure everyone can dine in comfort and extra guests

are easily accommodated.

Cons The table could create a cluttered feel if a kitchen
1S on the smaller side, especially if there are many chairs
that can be left out. Smaller tables may look lost or out

of place and provide litt

e workable space.
Design ideas Choosing a hard-wearing yet atiractive

fable top is key to the success of this approach, as

Above (15 [leal Shaker
kitchen by Devol has
space for an island, but
the owners chose

a chunky wooden fable
instead. It can be used
fo prepare food when
required as well as
comfortable seating.
[he Real Shaker kitchen

starts from ©12,000.
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